University of Louisiana at Monroe

University Library

Unattended Children Policy

The University of Louisiana at Monroe Library welcomes youth and adults alike to its facilities.  Although access to information is open to the citizenry, the mission of the University is to meet the educational needs of its undergraduate, graduate and continuing education students.  The specific purpose of the Library is to support the teaching, research and service programs of the University.

In accordance with the mission/purpose of the University and the University Library, the research needs of members of the University community will receive primary attention.  Public, private and parochial school students are encouraged to use the services and programs offered by the Ouachita Parish Public Library System.

It is not desirable to have unattended children in the library.  The University cannot be responsible for children who are left unattended.  The sole responsibility for the behavior and well being of youth using the library rests with the parent (or guardian or caregiver assigned by the parent).

For the well being of youth that enjoy our library and to prevent disruption of normal library activities, the Library has adopted the following policy.  Library supervisors and staff have been authorized to enforce these rules and procedures:

1. Parents, guardians or caregivers are directly responsible for the conduct of their children (or children under their authority) at all times while children are on library premises.

· An adult must accompany children under 12 years of age at all times.

· No child under 12 years of age may be left alone in the library for any reason.

2.  Youth 12 years of age and older may use the library unattended, but are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that shows respect for others using the library.

3.  Disruptive behavior which prevents others from utilizing the library optimally or endangers people or property is not allowed.

Examples of disruptive or unacceptable behavior include, but are not limited to:  Abusive language, threat of violence, engaging in unauthorized physically active games (tag, shouting, screaming, running in building/stairs), damaging library property (including books), inappropriate use of the Internet, harassment of another patron or staff.
4.  Disruptive or inappropriate behavior will result in the individual(s) being asked to leave of the building.  The library staff will contact University Police for assistance.  The judgment of the library staff prevails when requesting the removal of the unattended or disruptive individual(s).

5.  Library staff will not supervise youth in the Library.
6. Please note:  Anyone under 12 who wants to use the library’s Federal Depository library collections and services, but does not meet the above criteria, should contact the Reference desk at 318-342-1071 or via email at reference@ulm.edu.
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